Thanks go to the reviewers of the Standards. From INS members and committee members, physicians, pharmacists, legal advisors, health care clinicians, and industry partners, their thoughtful reviews and diverse perceptions added a unique perspective.
I want to thank the INS Board of Directors for supporting the efforts of the Standards of Practice Committee during the entire revision process. I am also grateful to the INS staff for the assistance and coordination they offered in ensuring that this publication was completed.
I also want to recognize BD Medical-Medical Surgical Systems for their continuous support over the years of the Standards of Practice revisions. INS thanks them for the educational grant that helped to fund this project.
Lastly, I want to thank our INS members. It is your passion and commitment to providing quality patient care that motivates us to continue to provide products and services that support your practice. As the science and research of infusion nursing expands and technology advances, it is imperative that the Infusion Nursing Standards of Practice be current and relevant. It provides the framework that guides our clinical practice. Therefore, it is important to integrate the best evidence and research available into each standard.
Each standard provides criteria for nursing action and accountability, while the practice criteria provide guidance for implementation of the standard. The Standards are written to be applicable in all patient settings and address all patient populations. They are actions that must be followed in order to provide safe patient care. Clinicians should be advised that the Standards is a legally recognized document.
In this edition of the Standards, not only are the practice criteria supported by the latest available research, but the strength of the body of evidence is also ranked. A ranking system was developed to identify the level of evidence and research that supports each of the practice criteria. The rankings range from Level I, which includes meta-analyses, systematic literature reviews, and guidelines based on randomized controlled trials, to Level V, which includes clinical articles, consensus reports, and generally accepted practices. Also, the practice criteria allow for more detailed explanations for specific patient populations and practice settings.
As nurses strive to meet the infusion needs of their patients in a complex health care environment, the Infusion Nursing Standards of Practice will be invaluable to guide decision making and for developing patient-centered plans of care. 
